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Thank You!
Thank you for downloading Super Useful Plugins for 
Creative WordPress Websites. 

In this PDF we are going to share some of the WordPress 
plugins we feel can greatly enhance your creative website. 

So whether you’re a photographer, a graphic designer or 
any other form of creative, we hope you learn about how 
these fantastic plugins can help your website and 
business. 

As you go through the document, click on any of the 
plugin images to visit their respective sites. 

If you have any questions you’re welcome to contact us 
through the Imagely website, or through social media. 

Thanks again, 

The Imagely Team

https://www.imagely.com/contact


WordPress SEO by Yoast is one for the most popular WordPress 
plugins of all time, and also one of the most popular SEO plugins 
available. 

With your plugin you have the ability to optimize much of the on-site 
content easily and efficiently.  The bulk of the features in the plugin 
are 100% free with a few extensions available for additional features. 

WordPress SEO by Yoast can be manually controlled on every page 
and post you create. Or you can generate a template system so that 
each of your new pages and posts automatically receive 
appropriate metadata for SEO. 

Combine all of that with the built-in analyzer, you can see how well 
your content will hold up when optimized for a specific keyword. 

An alternative and popular SEO plugin is All-In-One-SEO.
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/


MonsterInsights (formally Google Analytics by Yoast) is also one 
of the most popular WordPress plugins of all time. 

There are many Google Analytics plugins available for WordPress. 
But we have found that the MonsterInsights plugin has taken the 
steps to simplify the process of adding the Analytics scripts to 
website, and in the correct ways, and with added benefits. 

First and foremost, the plugin allows you to connect either a basic 
Google Analytics script or the newer Universal Analytics script.  
Additionally, you have the option of secluding specific roles, like 
Admin or Editor, so that anyone logged in is not tracked in your 
Analytics. 

The plugin offers even more features which are worth looking at.
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-analytics-for-wordpress/


Contact Form 7 might be one of those plugins you didn’t 
realize you needed.  Many times we see creatives place their 
plain email address on their contact pages.  While we agree 
having it can be important for a business.  Sometimes it’s 
easier and better for spam prevention to use a contact form.  
Or using a contact form can direct specific emails to specific 
departments.  Kind of like what you see on the Imagely 
contact page. 

Contact Form 7 is the most popular, free, contact form plugin.  
It does a heck of a lot for such a niche plugin, and it’s built up 
the reputation to match its popularity. 

On the next page we’re going to discuss another contact form 
plugin and why it could be a better option, although it’s not 
free.
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Gravity Forms is the leader in premium contact forms.  It is packed 
with many amazing features that literally allow you to use contact 
forms for many different purposes. 

For example, hypothetically if a client books your services then 
instead of sending an email with a document to gather important 
information related to the job you can use Gravity Forms.  With the 
plugin you have the ability to set up surveys, questionnaires, quizzes 
and so much more. There is even an extension to allow signatures 
which can be done using a computer’s trackpad or a mobile device. 

As mentioned, the plugin is not free. It starts at $39 a year with no 
access to add-ons and makes its way up to $199 a year depending 
on your needs. 

But if you see yourself wanting to do more with contact forms then 
Gravity Forms is the ideal choice.
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Spam has always been a problem with WordPress websites, 
unfortunately.  Really spam is a problem everywhere.  Automattic 
has a plugin called Akismet which requires an account, and 
potentially paying for, to prevent spam. Even with Akismet we’ve 
found spam getting through.  Until we tried WordPress Zero 
Spam.  Since then we’ve literally had no spam break through. 

The way the plugin works is by tracking IP addresses across the 
Internet.  It knows common spam IPs and will block any actions 
on your site from those IPs.  It will also track the IP usage across 
your website preventing registration, commenting and even form 
completions from Contact Form 7 and Gravity Forms. 

WordPress Zero Spam is a free plugin available to everyone.  We 
strongly recommend trying it out on your website.

Super Useful Plugins
For Creative WordPress Websites

https://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/zero-spam/


The next three plugins we decided to include on one page because 
they all do similar things, but in different ways. Also, not all hosting 
providers can handle them all. 

Imsanity takes a different approach by shrinking images, not 
necessarily with further compression, so that uploaded images are 
never a large size. The size limit is set by the site admin. 

EWWW Image Optimizer is forbidden on many WordPress Managed 
Hosting platforms.  However, the plugin also comes in a cloud based 
version which requires a subscription for cloud server optimized 
images distributed back to your website. 

The advantage to optimizing images is faster loading times, better 
SEO and an overall better user experience.
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http://www.exactlywww.com/cloud/
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com


Many photographers are now using BufferApp.com as a means to 
schedule social media postings.  Buffer allows you to strategically 
schedule posts to Facebook (profiles, pages and groups), LinkedIn 
(profiles, pages and groups), Twitter and Google Plus pages.  

With WordPress to Buffer (free) you have the ability to add new 
posts to your Buffer queue.  With the Pro (paid) version of the plugin 
you have advanced options like the ability to add posts more than 
once, or to use Custom Post Types. 

With Buffer My Posts you have the ability to schedule your website 
to automatically add older posts to your Buffer queue at a set 
schedule. For example, add 1 old post to Buffer every 48 hours. 

Using Buffer and automating some of your social media activity can 
lead to more time running your business or doing the creative stuff.
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When it comes to writing and scheduling articles it is 
often easier to stay organized with a calendar, which is 
more comfortable and used throughout our daily lives. 

Editorial Calendar is a plugin whose only purpose is to 
provide a calendar to drag and drop scheduled and 
drafted posts.  The plugin makes organizing your 
content schedule extremely simple. 

CoSchedule is a premium service which offers a 
calendar as well as social sharing to a variety of 
channels.  It also integrates with Buffer for additional 
scheduling opportunities and syncs with Google 
Calendar so you can stay up to date on your schedule 
from anywhere.
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http://coschedule.com/r/66


NextGEN Gallery has been the most popular WordPress gallery plugin for 
many years.  It has the ability to organize your galleries in a portfolio style 
system.  Each gallery is segregated but can be combined into an album 
for further organization. 

It provides a powerful engine for uploading and managing galleries of 
images, with the ability to batch upload, import meta data, add/delete/
rearrange/sort images, edit thumbnails, group galleries into albums, and 
more.  

It also provides two front-end display styles (slideshows and thumbnail 
galleries), both of which come with a wide array of options for controlling 
size, style, timing, transitions, controls, lightbox effects, and more. 

NextGEN Gallery also offers watermarking, original image backups, 
resizing and multiple built-in lightboxes for enlarging thumbnails. 

NextGEN Gallery is developed by Imagely, the team who put this 
document together for you.

Super Useful Plugins
For Creative WordPress Websites

https://wordpress.org/plugins/nextgen-gallery/


There are so many social sharing plugins out there, and so 
many styles.  We picked out our two favorite which work with 
nearly all themes.  We also picked two that load the fastest on 
your websites.  

Monarch from Elegant Themes contains multiple sharing 
locations and options.  Sharing can be floating, above and 
below post content, on top of images and more.  The icons 
load from a font so site speed is not an issue.  The plugin also 
includes stats which you can view within the Monarch settings. 

Shareaholic is similar to Monarch except with less location 
options.  However, the list of sharing channels is larger.  It also 
relies on the Shareaholic server for much of the functionality 
and for stats, so without that your site won’t have the sharing 
functionality.
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/shareaholic/


Keeping people on your website is tricky business.  A proven method 
of increasing retention is to offer additional content related to what the 
viewer is looking at.   

Shareaholic is the perfect plugin for the job.  It allows you 
automatically add related content (with images) to the bottom of 
posts. 

The best part about Shareaholic is that it will not slow your website 
down.  The plugin utilizes Shareaholic’s servers to analyze and deliver 
the related content.  That means you get all the benefit without the 
server strain other plugins might cause. 

Shareaholic also includes social sharing which is convenient 
(mentioned on the previous page) 

An alternative would be to use Jetpack from Automattic, which also 
includes a related posts feature and uses on the Jetpack servers.

Super Useful Plugins
For Creative WordPress Websites

https://wordpress.org/plugins/jetpack/
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WordPress search is convenient, but has its 
limitations.  With Relevanssi you can enhance the 
search results. 

Relevanssi has the ability to customize the search 
results with more targeted and specific results. 

It will look for keywords throughout posts and pages 
to determine what’s the most relevant to the search 
query.  Additionally, Relevanssi offers search 
tracking so you can stay up to date on what people 
are searching for, right within your WordPress 
dashboard.
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Do you know when your website is down? 

If not then be sure to check out WP Website 
Monitoring.  Unlike the complex and expensive website 
monitoring systems out there, this one is completely 
free and all it takes is supplying your email address. 

Yes, it’s that simple.  The developer’s servers run all the 
time checking user’s websites for downtime.  Once it 
notices that your website is down it will send an email to 
you with an alert. 

From there you can contact your website host to find out 
what is going on.
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You are most liking trying to capture email addresses on 
your website.  OptinMonster makes that process 
extremely painless and does it in a beautiful way. 

OptinMonster has multiple plans, but even the least 
expensive plan still delivers with increased email 
capture. 

The plugin comes with various display styles as well as 
split testing so you can see what works, what doesn’t 
and adjust. 

It syncs with the most popular email marketing software, 
like AWeber and Mailchimp.
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http://www.apple.com
http://eepurl.com/Dvetr
http://www.shareasale.com/r.cfm?B=601672&U=402574&M=49337&urllink=


If you are ever in a situation where you have written a 
blog post and need an outside view for feedback 
maybe you need approval for the article before you hit 
publish.  Public Post Preview is a great plugin to help 
that process. 

With it you can turn on a public preview URL so that 
anyone with the URL can see the post draft, even 
without an account on your WordPress website. 

There are a few plugins available that do the same 
thing, but they all work the same and as well as each 
other.  With no differences we decided to only share 
Public Post Preview.
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A few pages back we talked about NextGEN Gallery, the 
WordPress gallery plugin.  To close out this document we wanted 
to talk about NextGEN Pro as well. 

NextGEN Pro is a premium add-on to NextGEN Gallery, offering 
additional and more modern responsive display styles.  It also 
includes one-on-one support with the Photocrati team. 

NextGEN Pro is also an Ecommerce plugin which means you can 
sell your images easily through the plugin. The Ecommerce system 
accepts PayPal, Stripe and Check payments for self fulfilled prints 
and automated digital downloads. 

Images can be protected from right click and drag and drop as 
well as watermarking which is included in NextGEN Gallery.  
NextGEN Pro also includes proofing options for creatives who need 
their customers to approve of images prior.
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